T8 INVASIN OF PENESYLVANIA

PREPARATIONS for DEFENCE.

OCR FORCES INTRENCIHED IN YORK
COUNTY. .

TAZ BRIDGEIS T0 BE DEFENDED

‘Menduy meraing our pespla ware
y tha intelligecee that ihe Rebels
e wd the Putomac in fires, after de-
frating Gen. Milroy at Wicchestér, and

were gboat o invade Ponasylvenin, Ue
wont enlls from the Governor upon the pea.
ple of Ponnnylvania to tuke up srms in de

fonce of the State wers received Dy tole-
graph. A committes of eitizens of Colom-
bia procoeded to Llurrisborg by the Mail
train to oonsult the aothoritien as to the ne-
oessity ond advisability of defending the
Uridga. General Coush deeided that every
creaing. by bridgs or ford, af the Susqoe-
hanea, should be defended I possitle, and
that the Columbia hridge was so important
& point as todemand most ecergetic defon-
sive moasures on the part of the cilizens of
rhin town and vivinity. Gaseral Couch, in
tha fullowiog Special Order sppoloted Capt.
€. C. Haldemen to command at this point:

lirangoarrens oF ToE Derarruest

oF THE SUsUenaNya, June 15, 1863, ]’

Captain C. . Haldeman, of Columbia,
Pa., 18 heraby authorized to raise troops and
assume enmmand of the same, for the de-
fense of Columbia, Pa., the Ilrld;su Datas,
and Fords in the Suu]uehannn river in tha
vicinity.

By order of D. W. Cunch, Mu_]')r Genaral
Cummanding.

Juns 5. Snvurz, Acting AL A, G,

Upap receiving notice of his appointment
Captsin Ualdpman at onoe called upen the
citizens to orgapize Fur serviee. An jm-
promplo foree wad got Logether for daty dur-
ing Monday night, which was disposed to
the boat advantags fur patrel and catpost
duly upon the turnpike and other spproaches
10 Wrightaville, armed with Ilarpor's Ferry
muskets, 200 of which, with smmagition,
were procared by the commitiee, Do Tues-
day two eampanien of infantry were orgen-
ized under Captains John Peart and Ncah
teaney, nnd a coosiderabls oumber of
mounted men, waorganized, reported far
scanting and oatpost daty. A number of
citizans, withaut aoy ragular orgarization,
alas reported for guard daty oo the bridge
sod elecwhere, Bythe Reodingand Colum-
bia Railroad the same eveniog, a fine com-
puoy of mea from the ricinity of Litia, gen-
erally armed with their own woapons, un-
der commond of Captain Basble, asrived
hora, They wers warched to the Town
Hall whara thelr awn arms wereozchanged
for tbe State arms procored from larris-
berg. The whols foros perfurmed duty on the
York cooty side of the river, s on Mocday
evening, being. as then, undor sommand of
Capt. G, 1I. Erisman. The outpasts were
soma aix miles from the river, and senute
wera seot to York doriog the night, The
citirans there were found eatively tranquil,
nod ar forced were undisturbed,

On Weduesday Captaivs Cox and Navin, |
il 1ot campanies from Laorsster report-
aty to Captain Haldeman, The
earthworks for the deafense of the

8% ta Wrighaville were located by
gentlemen appoloied tor that porpase by
Capl. Haldeman, sod Jubn Sheaff, Eng,
Chief Eagioeer af_mu liasdlug and Qulom-
bin Mailroad, staked sul the work for the
iabwrers wha worked in the trenches alil

mrgit. Tha working porty eonsisted of ever
san handred negrona lrom Tow 111, divided
into relicfs. Tobey bave dene escellent sor-
sarcice, and ths abesrfulness with whish
ilyey shouldered the plec and shovel is in
wontrast with the reluatance displayed by
many of gur whiter citizens to shoulder the
musket,

On Thursduy our furces word additionally
inereased by the urrival of Compunies of
Capt. Wickersham, Millerstows, Capt. Wro.
Aug. Atlee, Lancaster, Capt. Redsecker,
E i48, Cupt. Jaoobe, Chareh sod
New Llolland, sod Capt. E. K. Yeang, of
Lanenstor, with a battery af artillery. We

sbould have mentioned that on Wodnon{-,
the haod rifled pizce

ownnd by Supples & Bro, of the ﬂolumbm
Muancfacturing Company’s Shops, was plunt-
ed al the satranes of the Columbis Bridge.
Tue wark on the antrenchmants was stead-
ily eootinued, and the prepurations for a
detormined resistenge shoold the Rebele
make o dash in this direction aru still being
puabed with vigor.

On Thursday afterncen Gen. Wm. B.
Franklin, scoompaniod by Hq;'o_r Haller, Tth
5. 1afantry, now detsiled as Aid oo Gen.
Coueh's steff, and in com mand st York, in-
posted the pusition on the other side. Gea.
FeankHno pronoaoced the site selscted for
defanss onezceptivoalle, and the defen-
wive works well-planned and properly san-
structed. He cumplimented the ferces oo
tha ground, and the uBieera in command.

In additiva ta the works thrown uwp oo
the York County aide, tbe bands of the Co-
lombia Holling Mill have erestod braast-
works opposits the abatment of the Colam-
bis dam, on tho Laneaster cousty side.—
Forsanately the river i wo bigh asto farbid
any atlsmpt 0 eroes oo the dam breast;
bat as a preparation for futars o
tha wwu coay be of impartanee.

Whilst ws are giad s reanrd the nnrmn‘
‘swergy of many of car citisens durfng the
mi"ﬁi‘\alﬂ thank thein in (he pame
of tha eommankty fur 1heie devetion to the

good enase, wo regret ihe ueotwity of oim-
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pgﬁint that Colombisns” as & body ~have
wnrce'ly done thctr whole du:y. Ther& has
mbeen mut*“af willin B33 to- gm::, at
rnthi‘r 8 d;smclinatm: to™ w:gam The
d:spltted aﬁ‘urtﬂn be usefal’ mada-by han-,
dreds of our peopla havs not :been’t as effect-
ive. add ns_ telling in our ‘favor we would
bave been the ization’ of three or four
good oompmws, ‘ready,to leave averything|
and to serve daring the exmungamnrgemy-?
The-retarned ~nine- months’ mien—iffcers |
and privates—have turped out nobly; and:
the officers have persevered in their efforts
to obtaia efficient organization in spite of
every discouragement. Captain Haldeman.
occupies_g very responsible position, and
there is but one voice as to the manner of
his ‘government. lle has done admirable
gervice under very trying circumstances,
and dessrves the thanke of his feilow eiti-
Zene.,

A3 to the futsre of the “raid,” we are ar
much in the durk ss our neighbors. We
believe thas npon the impending butile be-
tween Lee and Iooker depends the future
charneter of the Rebel inroad. Up to this
time it s simiply been a dash of vavalry,
wha, tu pareuitof Milroy's retrenting trains,
found a dofonceless and rich country which
they nave barried with impuooity, Shall
Les maike gnod his advance in despite of
llovker’s counter ndvaunce and attack, we
may look out for the vhock «f battla on the
bauks of the Susquehsoua. If Hovker, un
the contrary, eitherdefest or check Lee, ther
the devastation of Pennaylvania, and the fa-
vorite design of the Rebels—~to bring the
horrors of war bome to the Nerthern peo-
ple—will fail forever.

Itis well in thie dilemma to make ourselves
as safe as possible ageinst the worst; and
a8 Gen. Couch considers this point one like-
ly ta be menaced in case of an advance of
the enemy in force, every man should lend
his entire energies towards putting the po-
sition in as forward a state of defence as
possible. We have made a fair beginning,
aud if the Rebels do notcome 1n overwhelm-
ing numbers, ure even now ready to give
them s wresile for the bridge. We will
fight for it before we will burn it,



